
 
  

NOTE 1: if the Respondent fails to file Acknowledgement of Service within 14 days, the Petitioner may request a Bailiff serve the papers on the Respondent.  

NOTE 2: the Respondent may apply for Decree Absolute once three months has elapsed from the earliest date upon which the Petitioner could have applied if the Petitioner has failed to do so.  

  

DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS  –   undefended process.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

PETITIONER files  
Petition, Marriage  

Certificate and Court  
Fee (or fee exemption  

application) and if  
required, Notice of  

Acting and Statement  
of Reconciliation. 

COURT issues Petition  
and sends Notice of  

Proceedings to  
Petitioner and a copy  
of the Petition, a form  
of Acknowledgement  

and Notice of  
Proceedings to the  

Respondent. 

RESPONDENT 
completes and files  

Acknowledgement of  
Service (and ideally  

sends copy to  
Petitioner/Petitioner's  

Solicitors). 

SEE NOTE 1. 

COURT sends copy  
completed  

Acknowledgement of  
Service form to  

Petitioner. 

PETITIONER prepares  
and files with the Court  
a Statement in support  

of Petition and a  
request for Directions  

for Trial. 

DISTRICT JUDGE at the  
Court will check papers  

filed to date and  
determine whether the  

Petitioner should be  
entitled to a Decree of  

Divorce. 

If satisfied, date for  
pronouncement of  
Decree Nisi listed. 

DECREE NISI 
pronounced in open  

Court  - parties usually  
only attend if there is a  
dispute regarding costs  

of the Divorce  
proceedings (also  

referred to as "main  
suit"). 

PETITIONER may apply  
for Decree Absolute once 6  
weeks and 1 day has  

elapsed since  
pronouncement of  

Decree Nisi. 

SEE NOTE 2. 


